DONALD MARGULIES

ricHARD: The usual bullshit. Scheduling. It was just a mat-
ter of timing,

saMEs: They've had it for months!

RICHARD: | know.

sames: They've been sitting on it for months!

ricHARD: That was part of the problem: its shelf life expired.

saMEs: Whose fault was that?!

SARAH: Jamie. ..

RICHARD: It was on the board, then it was off . . . Then they
wanted to cut it . ..

saMEs: Cut it?! I already cut fifteen hundred words!

rICcHARD: | knew you would have a fit, so I got them to leave
the length alone and bump it a week. Then it had to get
bumped three weeks, ’cause the week after that was a
special issue.

samrs: What special issue?

RICHARD (Hesitates): The annual Hollywood issue.

3aMESs (1o Sarah): The Hollywood issue.

rricHARD: That’s a big one for us. All the movie studios buy a
shitload of advertising space. (James laughs) Don’t
laugh; the ad revenue for that one issue helps us stay
afloat all year. But then we realized your story couldn’
run the week after that . . .

saMEs: Why not?

ricHARD (Hesitates): Cause we'd already committed to a
cover story on relief workers in Africa.

(A beat)

jaMEs: You're kidding me.

RICHARD: Come on . . . you know how it works.

saMES: You can’t have relief workers in Africa and Iraqi
refugees in the same issue? What is there, a quota?!

RICHARD: It wasn’t my call!

samEs: Bullshit. You sold me out!

SARAH: Jamie. ..
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sames (1o Sarah): We go to these fucking hellholes . . . put our
lives on the line . . . For what? Stories that nobody wants?

SARAH: It’s not true nobody wants them.

iaMEs: It’s true for me . . . You're a star; somebody will always
publish your pictures. Me, I peddle stories around like
a traveling salesman! Pieces get killed, or cut to shreds.

rRicHARD: Editorial has the final say what goes in the maga-
zine, not me!

JaMES: You were in the room! Sitting there!

RICHARD: I'm only the photo editor, for Christ’s sake! The
only reason I'm telling you, is ’cause you'’re my friend.

sames: Oh, I see.

RICHARD: I didn’t want you hearing about it from someone else.

1ames: Well, thanks a lot, buddy.

RICHARD: Listen: I fight at work every fucking day! Every
fucking day is another battle! I go into these staff meet-
ings. .. everybody’s got their own agendal The fashion
people, the style people . . . We're all fighting for the
same goddamn space. Somewhere in there, between
the ads for imported silk lingerie and twenty-million-
dollar condos, maybe I'll get four pages on boy merce-
naries in Uganda. Six if I'm lucky. So don’t tell me how
I sold you out.

saMEs: You talk out of both sides of your mouth, you know
that?!

SARAH: James.

James: You're the reporter’s advocate one minute; one of
Them the next!

RICHARD: Jamie, come on, that’s not fair.

iaMEs: Who are you really? Huh? My friend? Or just another
“suit”?!

MANDY: Stop it!

(They look at her.)

Richard agonized over this!
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