DONALD MARGULIES

from his mother. It was so sad! She was there! You could
see her! But there was like a dune and they couldn’t
find each other. The poor little guy was so lost and so
scared . .. You £now he’ll never survive out there with-
out his mother. But the movie people did nothing!
They just kept filming!
sarat: That’s what they were there to do: the camera’s there
to record life. Not change it. Animals perish in the wild.
That’s life. And it’s really sad, and unfair—but there’s
nothing we can do about it. The elephant was meant to die.
MaNDY: How do you know? Are you God?
RICHARD: Honey . . .
MANDY: They could’ve saved him! A whole crew was stand-
ing there watchingl
saraH: The camera was there. You can’t expect photogra-
phers to step into the frame and fix things they don’t
like. We’re supposed to capture truth, not stage it.
MANDY: Couldn’t they have made an exception, just this once?
RICHARD (Zenderly): Oh, sweetie . . .
MaNDY: They could’ve just brought him closer so she could
snaff him! That’s all it would take! She could have
found him! They could have saved his life!

(Mandy breaks down in tears. Richard comforts her,)
RICHARD (Soothing): Oh, baby . . .

(Pause.)

saraH: I wish I could cry like that. But I can’t; I can’t let it
get to me. If Tlet it get to me . . . How could I do my
job? I couldn’t. I'd want to take away the guns and rescue
all the children. But I can’t. That’s not why I'm there.

(Pause.)

I'm there to take pictures.
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A few minutes later: Richard and Mandy are gone. James gafh-
ers bowls and mugs and rinses them at the sink. Mid-conversation:

saraH: When did he tell you?

sames: When we went down for ice cream.

sarAH: He didn’t want me to know?! .

sames: He said I could tell you, he just didn’t want to get into
it while they were here.

saram: Why not?

sames: He was protecting Mandy.

saraH: From what?

saMEs: From you.

sanram: Was I really so horrible?

jamEs: You were pretty bad.

saraH: We were buddies by the time they left . ..

sames: He was afraid of what you might say.

sara®: What, that having a child at his age is the most
ridiculous, irresponsible thing I've ever heard?

iaMEs: Something like that, yeah.

saraH: Did he talk about the morality of depriving a kid of
a father?
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