DONALD MARGULIES

to experience catharsis, they have to be able to feel
something, right?

jamEs: Yeah . ..

saran: But if they're desensitized . . . They're numb. Right?
Isn’t that what you're saying?

(A beat.)

sames: Uh-huh . ..

sARAH: So how . .. ? I don’t know, sweetie . . . This seems a
little ... It’s good; I think it’s really good. But you might
want to flesh it out a little bit more, don’t you think?

(He thinks she’s right—dammit. A beat.)
What time did you say he was coming?

(She begins the arduous process of getting up to go to the
bathroom.)

iames: He said four.

sarAH: [ need time to clean myself up.
samEs: You know Richard: he’s never on time.
sarAH: I wish you could have put him off.
sames: I did; for days. He’s dying to see you.
saran: The last thing I want to do is chat.

(He comes to her aid.)

(Rejecting his help; sharp) Stop. (Realizing she was harsh)
Jamie. Honey. Please. You're going to have to let me do
things myself.

sames (Backing off; softly): Okay.

(He tries to hide his attention to her journey to the bath-
room.)
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TIME STANDS STILL

saraH (Her back to kim): Stop. Staring. It only makes it worse.
saMes (Softly): Sorry I'm sorry.

(The downstairs buzzer sounds. He checks his watch.)

That’s him.

sarAH: Fuck.

sames: Relax. It’s only Richard. (He buzzes back, unlocks the
Jront door, and calls downstairs) Come on up!

(She enters the bathroom and sees herself in the mirror,)

saraH: I gotta do something about this face.
iames: Okay, hurry, he’s on his way up.

(She closes the door behind her.
James prepares coffee.
Richard enters,)

RICHARD (Warmly): Heyyyy!
isMEs: Hey.

(Richard gives im a bear hug.)

rR1CHARD: Boy am I glad to see you!

JAMES: Me, too.

ricHARD: Thank God you’re home.

saMmEs: I know!

RICHARD: Some nightmare, huh?

saMEs: Oh yeah.

rnicHARD: Unbelievable. (Lowers his voice) Is she uh . . . ?
(Meaning: “Is she napping?”)

saMEs: Bathroom.

rICHARD (Looks toward the front door): C'mere, sweetie, il’s
okay ...
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