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DONALD MARGULIES

(Mandy smiles but feels the sting.
James gives Sarah a look: “Good work. ?)

RICHARD (Breaking the tension): Oh, I almost forgot . .. Bvery-
one at the magazine sends their love. They wanted me

to give you this. (He hands Sarah a greeting card)
sARAH: Ohl

(Richard takes the card out of its envelope for her to read,)

RICHARD: They passed it around for everybody to sign.

SARAH: Sweet.

RICHARD: You know how it is: something bad happens, peo-
ple feel helpless; they want to do something.

saraH: I know. Thank them for me.

RICHARD: I will.

MaNDY: I prayed for you.

saraH: Hm?

MaNDY: Even though we’d never met? I prayed for you

(A beat.)

saran: Huh! (Meaning: “How do you like that!”)

MANDY: [t’s weird ’cause it’s not like I believe in God or any-
thing. ’Cause I don’t. Not really. I don’t think. But
whenever T wish for something? Or want something
really really bad? I talk to Him. Like when I was little
and my grandpa got sick? I'd go to bed and lay there in
the dark and say over and over, “Please God . . . please
please please let Grandpa get better.” When we heard
about you—Richard was so upset—

saraH: Were you, Richard?

RICHARD: Uy. (Meaning: “You have no idea how upset.”)

MaNDY: In all the time we’d been together, I'd never seen him
S0 upset.

saraH: How long is that?
MANDY (7o Richard, corroborating): Three months?
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TIMLE STANDS STILL

RICHARD: Almost four.

manpDy (Continuing): Anyway, he was so scared you'd be
maimed or brain-damaged or something.

RICHARD: Hon ...?

MaxDy: I found myself going, “Please God, Richard loves
Sarah so much, please don't let her die.”

(Richard squeezes Mandy's hand but she misreads his
signal. Without missing a beat:)

Honey, you're hurting my hand.

ricHARD (Changing topic; to Sarah): You look great, by the way.

SARAH: Yeah?

sames: Doesn’t she?

sanaH: You like my Phantom of the Opera look?

ricHARD: No, you look wonderful.

MANDY: You really do!

sarat (7o Richard): Ts that why you haven't really looked at
me since you got here?

ricaaRD: What? I've been looking at you . . .

saraH: Bullshit. Fven now, you're looking somewhere north
of my ear.

samEs: Sarah . . Really . ..

RICHARD (Embarrassed): No I'm not.

manpy: To tell you the truth? I expected much much worse.

saraH: Gee. Thanks.

MANDY: I mean, you hear “scars” ...

ricHARD (Gently): Honey . . .

manDY: You could always have, like, laser surgery or some-
thing. I mean, if they bother you.

saraH (Pointedly): They don’t.

(A beat.)

vianpy: Oh. Okay. You mind if Tuh ... ? (Referring to the
bathroom)
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